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Chic Harley Memorial Fund Announced
(April 20, 2009 . . .) The family of Charles “Chic” Harley today announced the formation of a memorial fund in his honor. During an interview on The Bucknuts Radio Hour (www.bucknuts.com), the great nephew gave initial details of the fund which will help pay for a statute, or other fitting memorial, of Harley that will be donated to Ohio State University, where Harley achieved national fame in the early 1900’s.

Proceeds from a new book, written by Todd C. Wessell, will help provide money for the memorial fund. Wessell spent 10 years researching the life of his great uncle before writing the story of one of the most outstanding American football players of all time. The book, titled “The One and Only,” will be released in June, 2009.

Following an outstanding career at East High School (Columbus, Ohio) where he lost only three games in three years, Harley became Ohio State’s first consensus All-American and its first three-time All-American. In 1951, he became a charter inductee in the College Football Hall of Fame.

Details of the statute project are yet to be finalized, but the intent is to build a life-size statute of Harley and have it located somewhere on the OSU campus, hopefully in front of the famed “horseshoe” football stadium often referred to as “the house that Harley built,” says Wessell. 

-more-

Harley – add one

Born in 1895, Harley was considered a small man by standards of college football players at the time. He weighed only 150 pounds but became recognized for his achievements on the field with his unique abilities at running, passing, and kicking. He played halfback, quarterback, end, kicker, punter, and safety at Ohio State. During his years at OSU, he led the team to their first defeat of its key rival, the University of Michigan, and its first Conference Championship.

He later joined the Decatur Staleys in 1921 and stayed with the team when it became the basis for the Chicago Bears under George Halas, the legendary founder of the National Football League.

Until his death in 1974, Harley was simply known as “Uncle Chic” to the Wessell family. He spent much of his time with the family visiting with them in their home in Des Plaines, Illinois, northwest of Chicago.

The Harley book is being published by The Peppertree Press (www.peppertreepublishing.com) and will be available in select bookstores this summer. Advance orders are being taken via the official Web site www.chicharley.com which also contains a wide range of information about Chic’s life, special events such as Wessell appearances and book signings, and much more.

Wessell is scheduled to appear April 25 at the OSU Scarlet-Gray Game in Columbus at a tailgate party hosted by the Franklin County Alumni Club and the Young Buckeyes of Central Ohio. An informational booth will also be inside the football stadium that day. People can stop by to have their photo taken with a life-size cut-out of Chic Harley, sign up for the Fan Club, and received a free souvenir t-shirt. 
For details on all events, the Chic Harley Fan Club, the memorial project, and the book, please visit www.chicharley.com or call 847-493-9083.
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